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TAGS: PFOR, PLO 

SUBJECT: ARAFAT SELECTS PALESTINIAN TRADITIONALISTS AS PNC 
DELEGATES 

1 . DURING FEB 21 TALK WITH EMBOFF AND NSC MEMBER QUANDT, MFA 
AMERICAN AFFAIRS DIRECTOR SHOUFI STATED THAT ARAFAT HAD SELECTED 
MANY PNC MEMBERS FROM AMONG TRADITIONAL PALESTINIAN VILLAGE 
AND CLAN LEADERS. SHOUFI SAID THIS SELECTION PRINCIPLE APPLIED 
EVEN TO FATAH. HE CLAIMED ARAFAT HAD DELIBERATELY PASSED OVER 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE "YOUNG HOTHEADS," THOSE STUDENTS WHO HAD 
COME FROM EUROPE AND ELSEWHERE TO FIGHT ON PALESTINIAN SIDE 

IN LEBANON AND WHO HAD TAKEN HEAVY CASUALTIES IN THE FIGHTING. 
INSTEAD, ARAFAT SELECTED DELEGATES FROM GROUP OF ELDERS WHO 
COULD BE EXPECTED TO EXHIBIT MORE OF A "LIVE AND LET LIVE" 

OUTLOOK AND WHO, HE IMPLIED, WOULD BE MORE RESPONSIVE TO 
DIRECTION FROM ARAFAT AT PNC SESSION. 
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2. COMMENT: WE DON'T KNOW NUMBER OF DELEGATES WHOSE SELECTION 
ARAFAT REPORTEDLY INFLUENCED. ARAFAT IS APPARENTLY EXERTING MAXIMUM 
EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT PNC WILL RETAIN SOME MEASURE OF PLIANCY 

AS HE ATTEMPTS TO MOLD CONSENSUS ON SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES OF PLO 
LEADERSHIP AND POSTURES ON VARIOUS KEY ISSUES. WHILE ARAFAT 
WOULD PREFER PLIANT INSTRUMENT IN HIS HANDS TO ENSURE HIS 
MANEUVERABILITY, WE HAVE RECEIVED FEW INDICATIONS HOW ARAFAT 
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INTENDS TO USE INSTRUMENT BEYOND STRENGTHING HIS OPTIONS. 
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